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Welcome to the
European Electronics Recyclers Association

WEEE Waste Electronic and Electrical Equipment
recycling and reprocessing industries
A decade of innovation
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This prospectus describes our views and

Electrical and electronic equipment

To meet the challenges that have been

the recycling and reprocessing industry

activities and invites you to join us if you

is developing fast and spreading

put forward by society and by legislation

dealing with WEEE.

share our vision for the industry and its

over every part of modern life. Waste

the reuse, recycling and reprocessing

important role in the sustainably managed

electrical and electronic equipment

industries have invested in innovating

economy of the future.

alone is expected to increase by

processes where substances, materials

economy where WEEE is managed as a

roughly 10% between 2010 and 2015.

and components are set free and are

resource and is returned into the economy

Accept for valuable materials this

made available as secondary resources.

as a raw material or as equipment for

equipment includes substances that

Together with the supply chain of

re-use. A full recycling economy with

may cause serious damage to the

collectors and sorters, the WEEE recycling

environment and have adverse effects

and reprocessing industries is a significant

on human health. So it is essential to

sector in our economy and provides jobs

manage the waste in a proper way.

for more than 10.000 people in Europe.

WEEE has been identified as a priority

The estimated turnover of the industry in

area to take specific measures on a

the EU27 is estimated to be € 1 billion.

Our vision is for a resource efficient

market actors cooperating along the value
chain, better collection processes, high
quality recycling, appropriate regulatory
framework, eradication of illegal practices
and product design integrating a life-cycle
approach is what EERA envisages.
Our mission is to achieve a level playing
field for fair competition in the WEEE
value chain, harmonisation of regulations,
effective and efficient recycling and
reprocessing with prevention of pollution,
minimization of emissions and a high
quality of secondary raw materials and
components. Energy recovery is limited to
non-recyclable materials and landfilling is
virtually eliminated.
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EERA is a professional association for

European scale.
Not only can the return of valuable
resources be considered an asset of
the industry, but also the significant
contribution in CO2 and Greenhouse gas
reductions endorsing the Climate Action
policies of the European Union.

Industrial leadership

A decade of innovation
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Harmonized legislation and a global

that only 1/3 of the arisings has been

from the world’s emerging economies,

market view

reported by members states does not

combined with greater activity and

In an increasing degree the WEEE

mean that the other 2/3 is not being

speculation in commodities markets,

industry is facing difficulties to extend its

treated. It merely reflects the situation

has resulted in high and volatile prices

contribution as supplier of raw materials.

that the responsible stakeholders such as

for many basic resources. According

Although well intended legislative

producers, authorities, take back systems,

to the UNEP International Resource

restrictions and poor enforcement

traders and recyclers are unable to give

Panel the ‘business as usual’ scenario

unnecessarily hamper the development.

account of where and how the majority of

could lead to a tripling of global annual

Some fundamental changes to the

the WEEE is collected and treated. This is

legislative framework are required to

an unwanted situation and improvements

improve the situation. The resources

need to be made in order to contribute to

market is largely a free global market

the aspired aim of sustainable resources

but the WEEE market ruled by waste

management.

resource extraction by 2050.
Urban mining
To meet future’s demand for raw materials
and to stabilize prices it will be increasingly
necessary to utilize the existing resources
in our waste. This ‘urban mining’ concept
creates valuable resources. WEEE is
complex and contains resources from
mineral and organic origin. In the last
decade the WEEE recycling and resources
industry innovated business concepts and
technologies to make these resources
available as raw materials.
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Increasing demand for raw materials

legislation. The WEEE legislation is partly
European but mostly country specific

EERA seeks to work collaboratively with

or even regionally determined. The

the other stakeholders to improve the

restrictions in cross border shipments

accountability of our value chain. From the

and different requirements for treatment

start of the association in 2004 EERA has

result in economic disparities between

created awareness and published a number

EU member states creating an unlevelled

of papers with proposals to improve

playing field. This situation paves the way

collection, monitoring and reporting of

to abuse and if enforcement is insufficient,

WEEE and to step up enforcement and

as it is at present in the EU, a pillar for a

stop illegal export. We will continue to

resources efficient economy is gone.

do so and will live up to the challenge
that is inextricably bound up with the

Lack of insight in collection,
recycling and reprocessing streams
The EERA members process ± 2,5 million
tonnes of WEEE annually in Europe.
The total estimated volume of WEEE that
is produced in the EU 27 is at present
± 9 million tonnes per year. According
to Eurostat 3,2 million tonnes were
collected in 2008 in the EU 27. The fact

responsibility of industrial leadership.

Aims and Objective
An outline of our work plans and what we
have achieved
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EERA is a non-profit organisation

Our role in bridging the gap between

which represents and promotes the

WEEE and resources has resulted in many

interest of recycling companies that

tangible achievements.

are treating waste from electrical and
electronic equipment (WEEE).

WEEE Directive
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Opinions of recyclers were made heard of.
EERA aims for:

Many suggestions were accepted by the

— the harmonisation of national and

legislators and have been include in the

international regulations for WEEE

WEEE legislation. A high collection rate

recycling,

of WEEE with a target of 65 % of what

— a level playing field for fair competition

has been put on the market was proposed

of all actors in the WEEE chain,

and defended by EERA. The articles on

— effective and efficient processing of

monitoring and reporting, the definition

WEEE in order to:

of removal and the annex on treatment

— achieve a high level and quality of
material recovery,

requirements are the result of our lobby
work.

— assure protection of human health
and safety,

Standards

— prevent pollution and

The aim to create a level playing field of

— minimise emissions.

fair competition for all actors in the WEEE

— auditable tracking of WEEE and

chain, is reflected in the cooperation

materials throughout the treatment and re-

with other stakeholders in developing

processing chain,

standards. In collaboration with other

— prevention of export of any whole

parties EERA (co)developed standards

and untreated WEEE and hazardous

on HC and CFC containing cooling and

sub-streams for treatment and recycling

freezing appliances, on collection, logistics

outside the European Union, unless

and treatment of WEEE including CRT

it complies fully with all applicable

displays, flat panel displays, plastics and

European environmental, health and safety

lamps. Two standards are being developed;

regulations,

one on end-processing of WEEE fractions

— strict criteria for reuse of electrical and

and another on the procurement of WEEE

electronic equipment.

Services.

EERA members are signatories to the rules
of conduct to safeguard these aims.

>

Aims and Objective
An outline of our work plans and what we
have achieved

The Association
General Assembly, Board, Secretariat ,
Structure, Communication

illegal export of WEEE

EERA was incorporated as an

EERA recognizes and respects the

The lobby work to achieve auditable

Association on 25 March 2004. The

independence of its members and shall at

and traceable collection and processing

association is a non-profit organization

all times preserve and protect its status as

systems which rule out illegal export of

and its purpose is to gather and

an economically and politically independent

WEEE has resulted in adoptions in the

represent enterprises involved in the

organization. The association does not

WEEE Directive. EERA cooperates with

recycling of waste of electrical and

perform any industrial or commercial

IMPEL (EU Network for Implementation

electronic equipment – WEEE.

operation. A Charter has been issued

and Interpol to fight illegal export.
Monitoring and reporting
EERA considers monitoring and reporting
key to the success of WEEE legislation and
the creation of a level playing field. EERA
contributes to the further development of
the Reporting Tool (Reptool) that is has
been developed by the WEEE Forum and
promotes the active use of this reporting
instrument in all EU countries.
Publications and representation
EERA regularly publishes papers. The

in which the agreed industrial code
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and Enforcement of Environmental Law)
The General Assembly consists of all the

of practice of its members is defined,

full members. It has the powers that are

implemented and upheld.

expressly attributed to it, by the articles
of association. The Board consists of 7

Communication of agenda´s, minutes of

full members including the Chairman,

meetings, presentations, research results,

Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary.

activities of the working groups, etc. is

Every 3 years there are elections and

done through a secured membership

board members are re-eligible. The

access part of the website. The content

daily management of the association is

management system is users friendly

delegated to GrinwisZonneveld – Business

and contains the archive of all documents

Consultants. The Executive Secretary

including research reports which have

represents the association by power of

been commanded by EERA and other

attorney. The secretariat takes care of

stakeholders.

the practical aspects of the meetings, the

position and research papers can be

General Assembly and the working groups.

found on the EERA website: www.eera-

The costs of the secretariat is covered by

recyclers.com. Presentations in workshops

the associations’ annual budget.

and conferences are frequently given to
express the views of the recyclers. EERA
is represented in the Steering Committees
of the International Electronics Recycling
Conference - IERC and the International
CARE Electronics Conference. EERA is
an associate member of the European
Committee for Electrotechnical
Standardization – CENELEC.
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Membership
Eligibility and benefits
11
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Membership of EERA is open to

EERA has 2 membership categories: Full

European based companies that treat

and Associate. Full membership is open to

and process waste electronic and

all recycling and reprocessing companies

electrical equipment (WEEE). Members

that treat different types of WEEE.

must have legal status and must be

Associate membership is open to recycling

validly incorporated under the laws

and reprocessing companies that treat one

or customs of their country of origin.

specific substream of WEEE like plastics or

Membership applications are approved

glass only. Associate membership is also

at the discretion of the Board.

open to companies that are in the business
of re-use and refurbishment of WEEE.
By joining EERA you will be supporting the
advocacy and championing needed for the
WEEE reuse, recycling and reprocessing
industries across Europe. Our focus is on
the value of this industry to a resources
efficient economy, employment, and
environmental sustainability. As member
you are part of a network of business
leaders who are innovative and successful
in the WEEE market. You benefit from
research results and there are plenty
of opportunities to contribute to policy
development and to setting quality
standards.

Join us!
Contact for more information
If you share our vision and mission for
a resource efficient economy where
WEEE is managed as a resource and
is returned into the economy as a raw
material or as equipment for re-use, we
would like to invite you to contact our
Secretariat.
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EERA Secretariat
Pels Rijckenstraat 5
6814 DK Arnhem
The Netherlands
T: +31 (0)26 3702008
E: info@eera-recyclers.com
W: www.eera-recyclers.com

